FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEE ROCK CITY INC. ANNOUNCES HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM INSTITUTE WITH
THE HOWARD SCHOOL
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, Ga. At Rock City on Tuesday, May 21, officials announced the installation
of the See Rock City Institute of Hospitality and Tourism Management at The Howard School, marking
the partnership on the attraction’s 87th anniversary. The commitment by SRC Inc. to continue through
2022 includes a significant financial contribution, as well as field trips, job shadowing, faculty touring,
advisory roles and preferential part-time job availability for the students.
“As a multi-brand hospitality company, See Rock City Inc. is excited to partner with The Howard School
and the Institute for Hospitality & Tourism Management,” said SRC President and COO Susan Harris.
“Tourism is a major economic driver in our region and provides both first jobs and career jobs for
thousands of citizens in our community. With chefs, artists, accountants, marketers, maintenance
technicians, horticulture specialists and professionals in guest service, event production and leadership,
our team is eager to connect with the students and teachers at Howard. This partnership is one more
way our organization can continue to live into our decades-long legacy of community investment,
honoring the commitments made by our founders that have been sustained by our leadership through
the years.”
While other institutes are already in place, this is the first hospitality and tourism management
program in the district. Through Future Ready Institutes, teachers of all content areas including core
classes work closely with the career theme teacher to provide classroom instruction through the lens of
a career. The goal is for students to clearly understand why a lesson is important and how to use the
information in the future.
“It is vital that graduates of Hamilton County Schools are post-secondary ready and prepared to
succeed in college or a career after graduation,” said Dr. Bryan Johnson, superintendent of Hamilton
County Schools. “The Future Ready Institutes, through partnerships with community leaders like Rock
City, are opening doors to opportunities for our graduates and their families.”
According to the U.S. Travel Association, travel industry jobs lead to higher wages in comparison to
those whose first jobs were in manufacturing, health care and most other industries. More than four in
10 workers get their start in travel and tourism.
The Hustlin’ Tigers of The Howard School have a proud, long tradition of excellence in the Chattanooga
community since 1865. Passion and persistence are our guides as we guarantee challenging, engaging,
and intentional instruction to every child who is privileged to walk through the doors of Howard. The
faculty and staff believe in the student’s remarkable capability and seek to push each one to new heights
of knowledge. The Howard School has high expectations and an unwavering commitment to see the
school become the fastest improving high school in the city and state. Future Ready Institutes have
been a part of the Howard experience since the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year with the
Erlanger Institute of Healthcare and Innovation and the See Rock City Inc. Institute of Hospitality and

Tourism Management. The school will add the Institute of Robotics and Welding and the Institute of
Architecture and Construction for the 2019-2020 school year.
SRC is committed to co-advocacy partnerships benefiting the local community while maintaining a
culture of excellence. SRC Inc. is a hospitality and entertainment company that features the worldrenowned Rock City Gardens high atop Lookout Mountain, just six miles from downtown Chattanooga,
Tennessee. SRC also owns and operates the Battles for Chattanooga museum, RiverView Inn,
Starbucks, the Incline Railway concessions and ticketing and Grandview Conference Center on Lookout
Mountain, as well as three year-round Clumpies Ice Cream Co. locations in Chattanooga and Blowing
Springs Farm in Flintstone, Georgia. Visit www.seerockcity.com for more info.
###
See Rock City Inc. contact: Meagan Jolley
Email: meagan@seerockcity.com
Hamilton County Schools contact: Tim Hensley
Email: hensley_t@HCDE.ORG

